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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 
A request for cx)ntinued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 

37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 2/16/2005 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 2/16/2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the references, 
the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by combining or modifying the 
teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where there is some teaching, 
suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, S37 F.2d 1071, 5 
USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988) and In re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 
1992). In this case, Mottur et al teaches a method of transmitting real-time low-resolution video 
to remote users. However, Mottur et al does not teach that the users can capture high-resolution 
stills of the live real time low-resolution video. 

Ramasubramanian et al teaches a method for providing a snapshot fi-om a digital video 
stream. Ramasubramanian et al teaches in the abstract a method of allowing a remote user to 
select a frame fi'om a low-resolution video stream and have a high resolution image which 
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corresponds to the selected video frame sent to them. Ramasubramanian et al further states on 
Column 2, Lines 33-40 that it is clearly desirable to provide a mechanism that allows a user to 
obtain a snapshot of a video image, where the snapshot has a size and quality that is superior to 
the low-resolution video image in order to allow a user to obtain a higher quality image to be 
sent over a limited bandwidth. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the video distribution system of Mottur et al to allow a user to 
select and download a high-resolution still image as taught by Ramasubramanian et al so that a 
user can obtain a snapshot has a size and quality that is superior to the low-resolution video 
image. 

The applicant argues that the reliance on inherency is misplaced in stating that it is 
inherent that there are two different communications channels to allow the two processes to take 
place simultaneously. The applicant further pointed out that multiplexing input signals for 
communicating upon a single channel are commonly implemented using time division or other 
multiplexing techniques. The applicant therefore concludes that the existence of alternatives is 
compelling evidence that the claim limitation is inherent. 

The examiner asserts that Mottur et al teaches on Paragraph [0020] providing real-time 
continuous streaming video and audio data from at least one remote camera system. 
Furthermore, the system allows the network users to interactively control the cameras using 
continuous control methods and systems such as panning and tilting. Therefore, in order to have 
continuous real-time streaming video and continuous controlling of pan and tiU angles it is 
inherent that there are two different communications channels to allow the two processes to take 
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place simultaneously. The claim of conmiunicating using a communications channel different 
than the channel used to communicate the video and still image is broad. The applicant does not 
state how the signals are separated, therefore, the examiner views that a single communication 
line with multiplexed signals separated in the frequency domain or the time domain as 
constituting a communications Une with multiple channels . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
maimer in which the invention was made, 

1: Claims 1-15, 22, 23, 26, 27, 29-3 1, 33, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over US 2002/0018124 Al Mottur et al in view of USPN 6,172,672 
Ramasubramanian et al. 

2: As for Claim 1, Mottur et al depicts in Figures 1 and 3 and teaches on Paragraph [0020] a 
method for acquiring a streaming video comprising: Connecting a remote device (48) to one or 
more photo-video acquisition devices (16) individually comprising a camera, wherein the remote 
device (48) is controlled by the user; using a connected one of the cameras, generating a video of 
a scene viewed using the respective camera; Acquiring streamed from the one or more photo- 
video acquisition devices (16); Mottur et al teaches a video distribution system in which users 
can control cameras connected via a network. Mottur teaches that the cameras can transmit 
streaming video, compressed, and uncompressed video; Paragraph [0023]. Mottur et al teaches 
that video can be sent to the users but does not teach that the users can capture a still frame of the 
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video that is being watched and that a high-resolution image of the streaming video can be 
transmitted upon request. 

Ramasubramenian et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 6-10 and on Column 5, Lines 34-44 
and in the abstract a method for providing snapshots from a compressed digital video stream 
over a video distribution system. Ramasubramenian et al teaches that it is advantageous when 
transmitting video over a limited bandwidth communication medium to enable users with a 
snapshot feature that allows a user to specify a desired frame of video data and receive a greater 
resolution image. Ramasubramenian et al teaches that it is advantageous to allow a user to 
capture a high-resolution still image because it has higher resolution and quality than the low 
bandwidth streaming video. Ramasubramenian et al teaches that it is preferable to include a 
snapshot function because often users like to have the ability review a single frame of video. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the video distribution system of Mottur et al with the snapshot 
function of Ramasubramenian et al in order to capture a high-resolution still image from the low 
bandwidth streaming video, since it is preferable to include a snapshot function because often 
users like to have the ability review a single frame of video. 

3 : In regards to Claim 2, Mottur et al teaches in Paragraph [0006] the connecting step 
includes connecting the remote device (48) to the one or more photo-video acquisition devices 
(16) through a network. 

4: As for Claim 3, Mottur et al teaches in Paragraph [0006] the connecting step includes 
connecting the remote device (48) to the one or more photo-video acquisition devices (16) 
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through a point-to-point connection. A point-to-point connection is viewed by the examiner as a 
internet or a public or private network connection, 

5: In regards to Claim 4, Mottur et al teaches on Paragraph [0049] requesting payment 
information (account information for pay-per-view access) from a user (48) who wishes to 
control the one or more photo-video acquisition devices (16); and enabling the user to control the 
one or more photo-video acquisition devices (16) from the remote device (48). 
6: As for Claim 5, Mottur et al teaches on Paragraph [0050] further comprising verifying the 
payment information submitted by the user before enabling the user to control the one or more 
photo-video acquisition devices. Mottur et al teaches that camera control intervals can be based 
on subscriber fees. 

7: In regards to Claim 6, Mottur et al teaches on Paragraph [0049] the use of a queue system 
to allow multiple users (48) to control the one or more photo-video acquisition devices (16). 
8: As for Claim 7, Mottur et al teaches on Paragraph [0027], Lines 18-21 that the network 
includes mass storage devices on a network server (18, 20, and 22) to store the videos and the 
high resolution photographs. 

9: In regards to Claim 8, Ramasubramenian et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 6-10 and on 
Column 5, Lines 34-44 and in the abstract a method for providing snapshots from a compressed 
digital video stream over a video distribution system. Therefore, Mottur et al in view of 
Ramasubramenian et al teaches sending the video and high-resolution photograph to the user 
(48). 

10: As for Claim 9, Mottur et al teaches on Paragraph [0005], Lines 6-8 posting the video on 
a web page. Furthermore, Ramasubramenian et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 6-10 and on 
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Column 5, Lines 34-44 and in the abstract a method for providing snapshots from a compressed 
digital video stream over a video distribution system. Ramasubramenian et al teaches that it is 
preferable to include a snapshot function because often users like to have the ability review a 
single frame of video. 

11: In regards to Claim 10, Mottur et al teaches on Paragraph [0049] requesting payment 
information (account information for pay-per-view access) from a user (48) who wishes to 
download the video and the high-resolution photograph from the web page; and enabling the user 
(48) to download the video and the high-resolution photograph onto the remote device. 
12: As for Claim 1 1, Mottur et al depicts in Figures 1 and 3 and teaches on Paragraph [0020] 
a method for acquiring a streaming video comprising: Connecting a remote device (48) to one or 
more photo-video acquisition devices (16) individually comprising a camera, wherein the remote 
device (48) is controlled by the user; using a connected one of the cameras, generating a video of 
a scene viewed using the respective camera; Acquiring streamed from the one or more photo- 
video acquisition devices (16); Mottur et al teaches a video distribution system in which users 
can control cameras connected via a network. Mottur teaches that the cameras can transmit 
streaming video, compressed, and uncompressed video; Paragraph [0023]. Mottur et al teaches 
that video can be sent to the users but does not teach that the users can capture a still frame of the 
video that is being watched and that a high-resolution image of the streaming video can be 
transmitted upon request by a user. 

Ramasubramenian et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 6-10 and on Column 5, Lines 34-44 
and in the abstract a method for providing snapshots from a compressed digital video stream 
over a video distribution system. Ramasubramenian et al teaches that it is advantageous when 



Application/Control Number: 10/023,951 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2612 

transmitting video over a limited bandwidth communication medium to enable users with a 
snapshot feature that allows a user to specify a desired frame of video data and receive a greater 
resolution image. Ramasubramenian et al teaches that it is advantageous to allow a user to 
capture a high-resolution still image because it has higher resolution and quality than the low 
bandwidth streaming video. Ramasubramenian et al teaches that it is preferable to include a 
snapshot function because often users like to have the ability review a single frame of video. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the video distribution system of Mottur et al with the snapshot 
function of Ramasubramenian et al in order to capture a high-resolution still image fi*om the low 
bandwidth streaming video, since it is preferable to include a snapshot function because often 
users like to have the ability review a single frame of video. 

13: In regards to Claim 12, Mottur et al teaches in Paragraph [0006] the user (48) can control 
the one or more photo-video acquisition devices (16) from the remote device (48) through the 
network or other communication channels. 

14: As for Claim 13, Mottur et al teaches on Paragraph [0049] the one or more photo-video 
acquisition devices (16) include a queue system that allows multiple users (48) to control the one 
or more photo-video acquisition devices (16). 

15: In regards to Claim 14, Mottur et al teaches on Paragraph [0027], Lines 1 8-2 1 that the 
network includes mass storage devices on a network server (18, 20, and 22) to store the videos 
and the high-resolution photographs. 

16: As for Claim 15, Mottur et al teaches on Paragraph [0005], Lines 6-8 posting the video 
on a web page. Furthermore, Ramasubramenian et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 6-10 and on 
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Column 5, Lines 34-44 and in the abstract a method for providing snapshots from a compressed 
digital video stream over a video distribution system. Ramasubramenian et al teaches that it is 
preferable to include a snapshot function because often users like to have the ability review a 
single frame of video, 

17: In regards to Claim 22, Mottur et al teaches on Paragraph [0020] communicating a 
command from the user (48) to the camera (16); and altering an operation of the camera with 
respect to the generation of the video responsive to the command. The command is viewed by 
the examiner as the command sent to control the pan, tilt, and zoom settings of the cameras. 
18: As for Claim 23, Mottur et al teaches on Paragraph [0020] providing real-tune continuous 
streaming video and audio data from at least one remote camera system. Furthermore, the 
systems allows the network users to interactively control the cameras using continuous control 
methods and systems such as panning and tilting. Therefore, in order to have continuous real- 
time streaming video and continuous controlling of pan and tilt angles it is inherent that there are 
two different communications channels to allow the two processes to take place simultaneously. 
Furthermore, Ramasubramenian et al teaches that the system can transmit both high resolution 
still images and video. This is viewed as the pipeline configured to transmit both still and motion 
images. Furthermore, the examiner views the limitation of "using a communications channel that 
is different" as being broad and does not specify that the two channels are on different physical 
lines, center frequencies, of time slots. 

19: In regards to Claim 26, Mottur et al depicts in Figures 1 and 3 and teaches on Paragraph 
[0020] a method for acquiring a streaming video comprising: Connecting a remote device (48) to 
one or more photo-video acquisition devices (16) individually comprising a camera, wherein the 
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remote device (48) is controlled by the user; using a connected one of the cameras, generating a 
video of a scene viewed using the respective camera; Acquiring streamed from the one or more 
photo-video acquisition devices (16); Mottur et al teaches a video distribution system in which 
users can control cameras connected via a network. Mottur teaches that the cameras can transmit 
streaming video, compressed, and uncompressed video; Paragraph [0023]. Mottur et al teaches 
on Paragraph [0020] communicating a command from the user (48) to the camera (16); and 
altering an operation of the camera with respect to the generation of the video responsive to the 
command. The command is viewed by the examiner as the command sent to control the pan, tilt, 
and zoom settings of the cameras. Mottur et al teaches that video can be sent to the users but 
does not teach that the users can capture a still frame of the video that is being watched and that a 
high-resolution image of the streaming video can be transmitted upon request by a user. 

Ramasubramenian et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 6-10 and on Column 5, Lines 34-44 
and in the abstract a method for providing snapshots from a compressed digital video stream 
over a video distribution system. Ramasubramenian et al teaches that it is advantageous when 
transmitting video over a limited bandwidth communication medium to enable users with a 
snapshot feature that allows a user to specify a desired frame of video data and receive a greater 
resolution image, Ramasubramenian et al teaches that it is advantageous to allow a user to 
capture a high-resolution still image because it has higher resolution and quality than the low 
bandwidth streaming video. Ramasubramenian et al teaches that it is preferable to include a 
snapshot function because often users like to have the ability review a single frame of video. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the video distribution system of Mottur et al with the snapshot 
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function of Ramasubramenian et al in order to capture a high-resolution still image from the low 
bandwidth streaming video, since it is preferable to include a snapshot function because often 
users like to have the ability, review a single frame of video. 

20: As for Claim 27, Furthermore, Motter et al teaches on Paragraph [0020] that the video 
provided to the remote user is real-time streaming video. Therefore, the video is not stored 
before it is transmitted to the user and would be stored for a first time afler the image is 
generated and transmitted to a user. 

21: In regards to Claim 29, Mottur et al teaches on Paragraph [0027], Lines 18-21 that the 
network includes mass storage devices on a web presentation network server (18, 20, and 22) to 
store the videos. Mottur et al teaches on Paragraph [0005], Lines 6-8 posting the video on a web 
page. Therefore, Mottur et al teaches a server coupled with the network and configured to host a 
web page, wherein the server is configured to post the videos using data acquired by one or more 
photo-video acquisition devices (cameras). Furthermore, Mottur et al teaches on Paragraph [0027 
and 0005] downloading the videos to remote devices responsive to a command received from the 
remote devices. The remote devices are viewed as the remote users. 

22: As for Claim 30, Mottur et al depicts in Figures 1 and 3 and teaches on Paragraph [0020] 
a method for acquiring a streaming video comprising: Connecting a remote device (48) to one or 
more photo-video acquisition devices (16) individually comprising a camera, wherein the remote 
device (48) is controlled by the user; using a connected one of the cameras, generating a video of 
a scene viewed using the respective camera; Acquiring streamed from the one or more photo- 
video acquisition devices (16); Mottur et al teaches a video distribution system in which users 
can control cameras connected via a network. Mottur teaches that the cameras can transmit 
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streaming video, compressed, and uncompressed video; Paragraph [0023]. Mottur et al teaches 
that video can be sent to the users but does not teach that the users can capture a still frame of the 
video that is being watched and that a high-resolution image of the streaming video can be 
transmitted upon request by a user using a joint video and still image pipeline. 

Ramasubramenian et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 6-10 and on Column 5, Lines 34-44 
and in the abstract a method for providing snapshots from a compressed digital video stream 
over a video distribution system. Ramasubramenian et al teaches that it is advantageous when 
transmitting video over a limited bandwidth communication medium to enable users with a 
snapshot feature that allows a user to specify a desired frame of video data and receive a greater 
resolution image. Ramasubramenian et al teaches that it is advantageous to allow a user to 
capture a high-resolution still image because it has higher resolution and quality than the low 
bandwidth streaming video. Ramasubramenian et al teaches that it is preferable to include a 
snapshot function because often users like to have the ability review a single frame of video. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the video distribution system of Mottur et al with the snapshot 
function of Ramasubramenian et al in order to capture a high-resolution still image from the low 
bandwidth streaming video, since it is preferable to include a snapshot function because often 
users like to have the ability review a single frame of video. 

23: In regards to Claim 3 1, Mottur et al teaches in Paragraph [0006] the user (48) can control 
the one or more photo-video acquisition devices (16) from the remote device (48) through the 
network or other communication channels, Mottur et al teaches on Paragraph [0049] requesting 
payment information (account information for pay-per-view access) from a user (48) who wishes 
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to control the one or more photo-video acquisition devices (16); and enabling the user to control 
the one or more photo-video acquisition devices (16) from the remote device (48). 
Ramasubramenian et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 6-10 and on Column 5, Lines 34-44 and in 
the abstract a method for providing snapshots from a compressed digital video stream over a 
video distribution system. Therefore, Mottur et al in view of Ramasubramenian et al teaches 
sending the video and high-resolution photograph to the user (48). 

24: In regards to Claim 33, Mottur et al teaches the use of sending video to remote users (48) 
on a network. However, Mottur et al does not teach that the users can be located in their homes. 

Official notice is taken that it was weU know in the art at the time the invention was made 
to use personal computers at home in order to give convenience to a user. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to allow the users (48) in the video distribution system of Mottur et al to be 
located in the users homes, in order to give convenience to the user. 

25: As for Claim 34, Mottur et al depicts in Figures 1 and 3 and teaches on Paragraph [0020] 
an image data communication method comprising: providing a remotely located camera (16); 
capturing live video data of a scene using the camera (streaming video); coupling a remote 
device (48) with the camera (16) using a network; communicating captured live video data from 
the camera (16) to the remote device using the network, wherein the captured live video data has 
a first resolution; The first resolution is the streaming video resolution, outputting a first 
command fi-om the remote device (48); the first command is viewed as the command sent by a 
user to control the pan and tih of the camera (16). Therefore, altering the capturing of the live 
video data of the scene using the camera responsive to the first command; 
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Mottur et al teaches that video can be sent to the users but does not teach that the users 
can capture a still frame (second command) of the video that is being watched and that a high- 
resolution image of the streaming video can be transmitted upon request by a user using a joint 
video and still image pipeline. 

Ramasubramenian et al teaches on Column 2, Lines 6-10 and on Column 5, Lines 34-44 
and in the abstract a method for providing snapshots from a compressed digital video stream 
over a video distribution system. Ramasubramenian et al teaches that it is advantageous when 
transmitting video over a limited bandwidth communication medium to enable users with a 
snapshot feature that allows a user to specify a desired frame of video data and receive a greater 
resolution image. Ramasubramenian et al teaches that it is advantageous to allow a user to 
capture a high-resolution still image because it has higher resolution and quality than the low 
bandwidth streaming video. Ramasubramenian et al teaches that it is preferable to include a 
snapshot function because often users like to have the ability review a single frame of video. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the video distribution system of Mottur et al with the snapshot 
function of Ramasubramenian et al in order to capture a high-resolution still image from the low 
bandwidth streaming video, since it is preferable to include a snapshot function because often 
users like to have the ability review a single frame of video. 
26: Claim 32 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
2002/0018124 Al Mottur et al in view of USPN 6,172,672 Ramasubramanian et al in view of 
USPN 6,591,068 Dietz. 
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27: As for Claim 32, Mottur et al in view of Ramasubramanian et al teaches the use of 
capturing a high-resolution image from streaming video and sending the image on the network to 
remote users (48). Mottur et al in view of Ramasubramanian et al does not teach storing the high- 
resolution photograph in a local storage; and printing the high resolution photograph on a printer 
at home. 

Dietz teaches on Column 6, Lines 34-60 the use of a system in which several cameras are 
connected to a network in which a user at a computer terminal can select images to be printed 
which were sent to the computer over a network. Dietz teaches that it is advantageous to allow 
users to print the images on a printer because it allows them to have a hard copy photograph of 
an event they want to remember. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to enable the user on the system of Mottur et al in view of 
Ramasubramanian et al to print a selected image on a printer in order to allows them to have a 
hard copy photograph of an event they want to remember. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
28: Claim 28 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the Umitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure, US 2004/0001214 Monroe teaches a video distribution system that can transmit both 
video and still images. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James M. Hannett whose telephone number is 571-272-7309. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am to 5:00 pm M-F. 
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